[The family practitioner and the postcoital test].
There is still a great deal of controversy on the value of the postcoital test. Some consider it to be a valuable method for the general practitioner to evaluate the interaction in vivo between spermatozoa and cervical mucus, in spite of the poor predictive value of the test. The postcoital test is in fact only an indirect method for the detection of the production of moving sperms. As a negative postcoital test is frequently due to bad timing of the test, multiple mandatory intercourse is often necessary, which may lead to frustration and sexual dysfunction. Moreover, there are no indications that the postcoital test with its poor discriminatory power may be better in general practice than the fertility evaluations by a specialist as standardisation and reproducibility problems are equal in both settings. Therefore semen analysis appears to be a better option, for the general practitioner as well.